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The Honorable Christine Wormuth
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Army

1600 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-1600

Dear Secretary Wormuth:

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Ronald Dolecki, U.S. Army (Ret.), regarding his eligibility
for award of a retroactive prisoner-of-war medal. Current law makes it clear that Mr. Dolecki is eligible for this
long-overdue recognition.

On December 27, 2021, President Biden signed into law the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2022. S.Rept. 117-39, which accompanies this legislation, includes language specifically directing the Army
to rectify its previously incorrect application of the law to ensure that Mr. Dolecki, who served his country with
honor and distinction, and others similarly situated are appropriately recognized.

Under the law as it stood until 2013, issuance of the prisoner-of-war medal was authorized for individuals
who had been “taken prisoner and held captive by foreign armed forces that are hostile to the United States, under
circumstances which the Secretary concerned finds to have been comparable to those under which persons have
generally been held captive by enemy armed forces during periods of armed conflict.” PL 99-145 (1983) as
amended by PL 101-189 (1989). For many years, Mr. Dolecki was told that he did not meet the criteria for the
prisoner-of-war medal because his captors, members of the Eritrean Liberation Front, were not hostile to the United
States. However, in the NDAA for FY 13, Congress removed the words “hostile to the United States.” H.Rept.
112-479, which accompanied the bill, stated that the purpose of the change was to remove the requirement that “the
foreign armed forces must have been found to be hostile to the United States.”

At the time of his captivity in 1965, Mr. Dolecki was “serving in [a] capacity with the armed forces.” The
circumstances of his captivity were clearly and unambiguously “comparable to those circumstances under which
persons have generally been held captive by enemy armed forces during periods of armed conflict.” Since 2013, no
additional requirement has been imposed for the award of the prisoner-of-war medal.

Given the 2013 change in the law and the recent directive to the Army to rectify the incorrect application
of the law, I respectfully request expedited review of Mr. Dolecki’s file to confirm his eligibility for the prisoner-
of-war medal.

If you need additional information, please contact Ms. Austin Morris or Mr. Spencer Knoll of my staff at
austin_morris@vanhollen.senate.gov or spencer_knoll@vanhollen.senate.gov. I look forward to your prompt

response.
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SENATOR CHRIS VAN HOLLEN’S
PRIVACY RELEASE

The Peivacy Act of 1974, Tide'S, U5, Code Section 3523, provides that as of September 27, 1975, disclossre of
informétion of a personal or confidential nature of an individual wili ne longer be réleased to third parties withont
written consent of the individual corcerned.. Therefore, | hereby grant: Senator Chris Van Hollen and hisstaff my
‘writin perission to-intercede on my behalf; T alsa duly amthorize that any information fhat is. contained inmy

records and necessary to provide 4 sisbsfantive response may be disclosed to the Office of Senator Van.Hollei,

Namie: Mr/ MsJ Mrs. Wz Miss/ Dr. ROHA‘-D e -DG‘-EC.KJ
Address: __1%30 -g ANEEY  LBINE

HOUNTINGTOWN, MO, RO 639 SEp-18 2020
Email Address: i:} dolacied & PEEMPaL,  COM— —  CHRIS VANHOLLEN
Telephone Numbers: Home: __H\D - 535« 91718
Work
‘Mobile:
Fax:

PLEASESTATE THE NATURE OF YOUR REQUEST, PROBLEM OR COMPLAINT AND HOW YOU
WOULD LIKE THE SENATOR TO ASSIST YOU. PLEASE BE.SPECIFIC AND, TR NECESSARY,
ATTACH A SHORT LETTER ANID/OR COPIES-OF ANY RELEVANT DOCUMENTS OR NOTICES.
(I thisis au immigration or visa-related matter, please use the Senator’s Tmmigration Privacy Release imstead.)

SEE COVER LETERE.

Have you coptacted any other elected official(s) about your issue? I so, please Hst their name(s):
BEMATOR. PAL, SARBANES; SN BOREARA ML ST, PRES.DONMD TRLMP,
HOWBVER., | uLhcren NEARLY ALl DIE INCLUDED DOCUWENTS i,
New, SOoME WERE ¢ RECE Ry OBTPUNED THRANSAS Lo e )
Socink Securiey Number-Grapplibarie) . DT FESLECE o A T Sabs 080 5 AL

CasefAtcount Numiber/ (if applicable):

Date of Birth: _(p» ¥1x 45

Passport Ref, No./Destination/Travel Date (if appLicable)

Lauthorize fhe Qffice of Senator Chris Van Hollen to-make z‘mjm‘:’-f s o1 my behalf.,

Signature Date

PLEASE RETURN THIS SIGNED FORM AND ALL SUPPORTING MATERIAL TO:
Senator Chris Van Holien '
111 Rackville Pike, Suite 960
Rockyille, MD 20850
FAX: 361-545-1512
assistance@vanliollemsenate.gov
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